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from Duren that Hans Frederick would send envoys
to Cleves to propose the match, and they would then
proceed to England to close the matter.    Wotton
had been somewhat distrustful about the previous
engagement of Anne with the Duke of Lorraine's
son, but was assured by the Council of Cleves that
it was not binding upon the Princess, " who was
free to  marry  as  she  pleased."    " She  has been
brought up/' he writes, " with the Lady Duchess, her
mother . . . and in a manner never from her elbow;
the Lady Duchess being a wise lady, and one that
very straitly looketh to her children.    All report
her (Anne) to be of very lowly and gentle conditions,
by the which she hath so much won her mother's
favour that  she  is loth to suffer  her  to  depart
from  her.      She  occupieth her time mostly with
her needle,  wherewithal   .   .   .   she  can read and
write (Dutch); but as to French, Latin, or any
other language, she hath none.    Nor yet she cannot
sing nor play any instrument, for they take it here
in Germany for a rebuke, and an occasion of light-
ness that great ladies should be learned or have
any knowledge of music.    Her wit is good, and she
will no doubt learn English soon when she puts
her mind to it.    I could never hear that she is
inclined to the good cheer of this country ; and
marvel it were if she should, seeing that her brother
. . . doth so well abstain from it.    Your Grace's
servant Hans Holbein hath taken the effigies of
my Lady Anne and the Lady Amelia, and hath
expressed their images very lively/'*
1 Wotton to the King, nth August  1539.    (Henry VIII. Calendar
vol. 14, p. 2.)